Ms. MJ Limbo, limbom@gcsnc.com


Seventh Grade Language Arts
Class Expectations, Procedures and Policies

Jamestown Middle School
Seventh Grade Expectations:

· Be Prompt: 

· Be in your seat by the designated time.

· Be Prepared:  

· Bring notebook, writing utensil, books, and completed homework assignments.

· Be Polite:  

· Respect others and their contributions to the learning environment.

· Be kind in word and actions.

· Be Positive: 

· Try to learn something from every situation.

· Bring your best attitude and effort every day.

· Be Productive: 

· Stay actively engaged in all learning experiences—individual, partner, and group.

· Follow directions the first time they are given.

Additional EXPECTATIONS and clarification:  As a member of class, you are expected to behave respectfully. Respect:
· Yourself and this educational opportunity
· Your classmates’ ideas, property, and personal space
· The teacher and/or substitute
· The classroom and class materials
· Visitors to the classroom
· Jamestown Middle School Faculty and Staff
· Refrain from any activity or behavior that disrupts the educational environment or process. Think about your actions—are they distracting us from learning? If so, they are disrespectful.
· Remember:  There is a difference between being corrected as opposed to disrespected. As a matter of safety and when necessary, your behavior will be corrected in a respectful manner. 
· Work actively the entire time-be fully present—in class. There is no bell or clock that will dismiss you—Ms. Limbo will dismiss you.
· Bring NO candy, food, or drinks into the classroom; you may have bottled water and snacks during the designated time only.
· Participate in class activities, tasks, and discussions. 
· Give your best effort and your best work. 
· Make sure that all electronic devices are turned off and put in your locker.  According to school policy, if electronics are in use without permission, they must be confiscated and turned in to the office. 
Ms. Limbo’s NON-NEGOTIABLES:  In an effort to provide a safe, supportive, and creative learning environment for all students, “non-negotiables” in term of student behavior exist: 
1. There will be NO bullying, name-calling, or hurtful comments.
2. There will be NO complaining, whining, and/or arguing.

Consequences:
1. Verbal Warning

2. Lunch Detention and/or Proximity Management 

3. In-Team Detention (with parent contact, as needed)—student will take work/tablet to designated area

4. Off-Team Detention (with parent contact)—student will take work/tablet to designated area

5. After School Detention (with parent contact)

6. Office Referral (with parent contact)

PROCEDURES:
· You are to enter the classroom as efficiently as possible. Move to your seat quickly and begin the day’s opening assignment.

· Daily learning targets, essential questions, agendas, and homework will be posted on the board. 

· Make sure you have all of your materials, assignments due, etc. ready when class begins. You will not be allowed to leave class to get your materials. This includes your own paper, pens, pencils, etc.

· If you need to go to the restroom, indicate the “P” sign, sign the Bathroom Log, and take the Bathroom Pass with you.  JMS policy for restroom use states that students should not go during the first and last fifteen minutes of class.  Additionally, you should refrain from asking if directions are being given or other students are speaking/presenting to the class.

· If you need to sharpen pencils, get tissues, or throw away trash, do it only when no one is addressing the whole class. Go QUIETLY without disturbing anyone.
· Raise your hand to be recognized to speak.

· Sit where you are assigned by partner/group-this is how I will take attendance. 

· If you enter class late or leave early, do this as quietly and efficiently as possible. Do not disrupt the educational process. Sign in on the Logs provided. 

· Make sure to leave the room neat and orderly before you leave. I will not dismiss you until all materials are cleaned up and put away and all chairs are under the desks. Leave the room better than you found it.

· When it is time, line up at the door to be dismissed. I will give you plenty of time to finish what you are doing and pack your things before dismissing you. 

· You may only borrow materials from my classroom by asking permission. Do not just take what you want. Return what you borrow to the same place that you got it from. Also, make sure you leave all supplies in neat order—do not just throw them in the containers or cabinets.

· Bring your materials and tablet to class EVERY day. Stay caught up with all reading and work. You do not want to get behind.

GRADING INFORMATION ANDPOLICIES:
We will follow the Guilford County Schools grading scale as follows:

                A:  93-100

                B:  85-92

                C:  77-84

                D:  70-76

                F:  Below 70

Seventh Grade Language Arts grades will be calculated as follows:

· Formal Assessments – 45% 

· These include major tests, major quizzes, formal papers/essays, formal presentations, and projects.

· Classwork – 45%

· This includes short quizzes, active engagement and participation in all learning activities: independent, partner, group/team work contributions, discussion, in-class assignments, etc.
· Homework/Independent Reading -- 10%

HOMEWORK:

***Students will have language arts homework three to four nights per week.***
· Homework tasks and assignments are designed to be meaningful and important extensions of classroom instruction. 
· Homework tasks may also include completing assignments in preparation for class the next day. 

· Be sure to record assignments and check Edmodo.

· LATE HOMEWORK IS NOT ACCEPTED.

LATE WORK -- OTHER THAN HOMEWORK:

· Ten (10) points will be deducted for each day that classwork and formal assessment assignments (tasks other than homework) are late. After four days, late assignments will not be accepted. 

ABSENCES
· Regular and consistent attendance is VERY important. You cannot learn and engage when you are not here!!! I notice when you are absent, and I’ll miss you. (
· Some of the most meaningful learning experiences in class simply cannot be “made up” with a worksheet. Rich discussion cannot be duplicated!
· According to GCS policy, assignments missed when you are absent must be made up within THREE DAYS. 
· Procedure for getting missing work:  1.  Check your pocket for handouts, worksheets, or graded assignments you missed. 2.  Ask your partner. 3. Talk with Ms. Limbo. 

CHEATING AND/OR PLAGIARISM:

· Talking during a quiz/test, looking at another person’s quiz/test, copying another person’s homework or papers will result in a zero—this is cheating. You are responsible for doing your own work.
· Plagiarizing involves taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own.  Work cannot be simply copied from the internet or other sources and passed along as your original work. If you use work that belongs to someone else, it must be cited properly. 
TUTORING:

· I offer tutoring on TUESDAYS for students who want or need extra help. You MUST sign up the day before you plan to stay. Students who stay for tutoring may ride the late bus. 
I am excited about this year and the possibilities it holds, and I look forward to working with each of you.  Communication among all parties is a vital part of the educational experience; parents and students please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ms. MJ Limbo
***Please sign below and have your parent/guardian also sign and date this form. Place it in your notebook in front of all Language Arts dividers.

Student _______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian_______________________________________________________________
Date___________________
